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Cindy Meany 

HHH Executive Director 

For the love of  trees 

Johnny Appleseed planted apple trees. Jay Hormel planted all trees within his reach. He was 

truly Austinõs original keeper of the trees. 

The son of the founder of Hormel Foods Corporation and its president and chairman of the 

board did have the resources, financial and other, to accomplish the amazing feat. 

Walk the trails of the Jay C. Hormel Nature Center at the east edge of Austin and walk with 

a fortune measured, not in dollars and cents, but spruce and trees. 

It took 30 years to plant 200,000 trees. With the assistance of Jayõs three sons, Geordie, 

Thomas and James, along with Roy Anderson supervised a crew of workers  while the     

beloved trees were planted. 

The plantings began on the 40-acre Hormel estate (now Nexus Gerard Family Healing. 

When the estate was densely populated with spruce and trees, Hormel acquired more land to 

expand the plantings. 

The plantings started in 1926 and continued into the 1950s. Silver poplar, Ohio buckeye and 

American maple came first. They were Hormelõs favorite species. 

After Hormelõs death, the estate and its forest of trees passed on to The Hormel Foundation, 

which eventually turned it over to the city of Austin for a permanent nature preserve for the 

public. 

 

Please join us on Thursday, April  28th as we pay tribute to the Hormel family 

by planting 3 new trees in our Peace Garden in memory of Jayõs 3 sons,    

Geordie, Thomas and James. 

4-6pm in the Peace Garden (alternate rain date is May 2nd) 

Free to HHH Members. $10 for not yet members 

Your admission includes a brat  with all the fixinõs and a beer  or beverage of 

your choice to celebrate the Hormel Familyõs German heritage. 

A cash bar will be available throughout the event. 
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Upcoming Member Events 

The Hormel Historic Home created Autism Friendly Austin to help the community become more Autism 
Friendly and Sensory Sensitive. Mary Barinka, the Community Autism Resource Specialist, drives this mission 
and has accomplished much since her hiring. Autism Friendly Austin will make our community and region a 
more inclusive and accepting place that strives to provide increased opportunities and improved outcomes to 

those on the spectrum. 

Since this mission began in 2010, we have served a remarkable number of families and have met some 
amazing kids through the various camps we offer. Several of our campers have attended numerous years of 

programming with us. Their families tell us ñWe donôt know what weôd do without these campsò!  

To help combat the rising cost of our camps and ensure that every child who needs us is supported, we will be 
hosting our annual stepping out for autism walk/ run on May 1st. If you would like to donate tour program or 

sponsor a child, please reach out to us. 

May 1, 2022ï Stepping out for Autism Walk & 5K run 

 

 

 

 

                                                      

Your generous support allows us to serve our mission to maintain and continue preserving the 

home and honor the Hormel family legacy of Hospitality, Music, Education and Community 

Service through meaningful programming. Your gift provides us with so many opportunities to 

serve the community of Austin. Thank you for your generosity in the past and in the future!  

What your membership means to us. 

 

 

Thursday, April 28th: Arbor Day Eve Celebration:                                                                       

(date was originally April 29th)  Join us along with the ñSpruce up Austinò folks as we plant 3 trees 

in remembrance of Geordie, Tom and Jimï beloved grandsons of George and Lillian. We will have a 

happy hour bar and brats on the grill. This event will be open to the public, however, members are 

privy to a free open bar and free food. 

Wednesday, June 1st from 3:00 to 5:00pm Summer Fun Party                                                                                                                             

Join us in the peace garden (in the house if weather is bad) as we kick off summer with some fun 

summer desserts and beverages. You know how much we love visiting with our memberséé so, we 

hope you can make it! 
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