HHH NEWS
HORMEL HISTORIC HOME...where the past inspires the present
Fall, 2017

Hospitality ~ Education ~ Music ~ History

MEMBERSHIP EDITION
This is the time of year when we humbly and respectfully ask for your
support in the form of a membership gift. You probably already know
that your generosity helps to sustain the Hormel Historic Home and the
history we represent into the future. We offer you benefits as a way to
say thanks, but I am pretty sure those benefits are not why you support
the HHH. There is really no way to show you how much we appreciate
your gifts, but I do hope you will take a moment to think about why you
find our organization worthy of support. Throughout this special
edition newsletter you will read the words of George A. Hormel and
realize that our mission is built on his foundation.
The vision and mission of the HHH are as follows:
Vision: To be a Community Resource Preserving and
Sharing the Hormel family legacy.
Mission: The Hormel Historic Home strives to preserve
the treasured home of the George A. and Lillian

Hormel family through Hospitality, Education,
Music/Arts, and Community Service.

I hope you see these statements in action at the HHH through our events
and programs. I hope you find value in what we are trying to do, and I
hope you will consider being a part of Austin’s history in the present
and future.
-Holly
“I support the Hormel Historic Home because it represents an important chapter in the
story of our community and Hormel Foods.”
- Jeff Baker

“It has always impressed me that the HHH "feels" like a home and that those
entrusted with it's care, do everything they can to keep the legacy of George
and Lillian's generous gift alive for all those, young and old, to enjoy.”
-Ginny Peterson
“I support the Hormel Historic Home due to its efforts to give back to the
community. The autism programming provided through the HHH has made a
huge impact on families in the community in providing options for meeting the
needs of children with disabilities. “
-Sheri Willrodt, APS
“I donate my time and talents to HHH because I believe in Austin and it's history.
You can not talk about Austin and it's history and not talk about Hormel. The
home is a beautiful monument to that rich history.”
-Kim Guzman

1

Hormel Historic Home Boards
Trustees:
Fred Halvin, Chair
Jeff Baker
Sally Baker
Randy Berg
Jon Erichson
Mike Farrand
Pam Retterath
Paul Spyhalski
Amy Surdy
Sheri Willrodt

Directors:
Don Barnes ~ Jan Chuick ~ Jenelle
Cummings ~ Lana Epley ~ Dawn
Hoffman ~ Joyce Jones ~ Lana
Kenyon ~ Donna Maas ~ Linda
Maschka ~ Mary Mueller ~ Ginny
Peterson ~ Pam Retterath ~ Barb
Selmecki ~ Georgiann Simonson ~
Donna Skiba ~ Anita Ulwelling ~
SarahLynn Zavoral

MEMBER BENEFITS
Rental Discounts
Complementary or
Discounted Event Tickets
Free Drink Ticket(s)
Electronic or Paper
Newsletter
Free tours of the HHH
Free use of home for
photoshoot*
Full benefits can be found
on our website at
www.hormehistorichome.

HISTORY FOR HALF PINTS….
A historic home is not just for people of a certain generation to
appreciate. There are elements in a home that can teach, inspire
and engage people of every age.
The mission of History for Half Pints is to create child friendly
activity stations and programming that celebrates the history of the
Historic Hormel House while engaging children in fun, interactive
and educational experiences.
Join us for a Free Family Fun day and explore the home from a
child’s point of view.

The Big Red Dog at the Big Yellow House
Saturday, September 9, 2017
10—11:30 a.m.
Explore the children's learning stations
Story time by Sweet Reads

“As children still do, we created
playthings, such as kites, and
bows and arrows. These activities
developed
the
ingenuity,
imagination, and manual skills of
all of us.”
George Hormel

Saturday, October 7
10-11:30 a.m.
Featuring Full Circle Bluegrass
Band
Enjoy live music at 10:30
Meet the musicians and their
instruments
Explore the HHH before and after
the performance

Photos with Clifford
Treat

$2 per child ages 2-8; Free for
History for Half Pints Members

MUSIC….

Holiday Open House Events

“And when the family got
together, it always meant
music.” George Hormel
The HHH Music Mission is made possible by an annual grant from
MarySue Hormel Harris. Through free concerts, workshops and the
annual music contest, we honor her wishes to provide meaningful
programming that is accessible to all.
In October we celebrate our members and invite non-members to
Join Us! For one more musical event-hopefully outdoors in the Peace
Garden. Event will move inside if weather is inclement.

Oktoberfest at the Hormel Historic Home
Saturday, October 7, 2017 5—8 p.m.

Thursday,
November 16
Holiday Card
Party
$10
Includes Lunch, Tour, and Game
of your choice
Friday, November 17
Holiday Tea Luncheon
$15
Included Luncheon, Tour, Music
and Victorian Selfies

Saturday, November 18
Soup & Santa
10 & 12 o’clock Seatings
$5

Music—Food—Fun
Featuring JT Thompson 5-6:30 p.m.
Ventura Highway 6:30-8 p.m.
Traditional German snacks and Cash Bar
FREE for HHH Members; only $5 for non- members
“I donate to the HHH through planned-giving and I do so because I am very pleased
with the way the money is handled and managed!”
-MarySue Hormel Harris
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Saturday, November 18
Soup & Spirits
$15
Includes Tours, Photo Ops.,
Gourmet Soup, Cooking Demo,
Music
Tickets available online or in
our office.

Autism Programming...
The Hormel Historic Home is proud to have
offered programming for youth on the
Autism Spectrum since 2010. A need was
seen in the community and the HHH had
the space, the mission, and the drive to
meet that need.
Over 100 families have enrolled a child in
one of the three summer camps. Many of
those same children have benefitted from a
monthly respite program designed to offer
supervised and appropriate recreation for
the kids and a few hours of worry-free time
away for the parents.
We offer community awareness programs
and have recently started the Autism
Friendly Austin
initiative aimed
at
making Austin
and the
surrounding
community more
knowledgeable
and accepting of and equipped to meet the
needs of those on the spectrum and with
other special needs.
The programs are supported through grants
from the United Way of Mower County, the
Hormel Foundation, Freeborn Mower
Cooperative Services, and private
donations from many of you.
Through a generous donation from Gary
and Pay Ray, we have now added a staff
person who will focus her efforts on
advancing our outreach. She will work with
other area organizations to coordinate and
market current and new services
throughout the community. Mary Barinka,
the parent of a daughter on the spectrum
and autism advocate, will start in the role
September 1, and we are very excited
about her drive and motivation to make our
community better.

Upcoming ASD events:

Education...
“While I never cease to marvel at the fruits of the truly educated modern
mind, I think several generations of Americans did pretty well by themselves,
considering their limited opportunities and the short time at their disposal in
which to acquire the basic tools of an education.”
-George Hormel

Social History—brought to you by the Hormel Historic Home, the
Mower County Historical Society and the Friends of the Austin
Public Library. Free to members; $5 non-members
Light Snacks and Cash Bar available
5:30 p.m. Social ~ 6 p.m. Presentation

Monday, September 11, 2017— Austin’s Other Historic

Homes, Part Two
Presented by Holly Johnson, Wendy Larson, and Jaimie Timm
Austin’s past was built by people who built lovely homes. This
presentation will showcase the lives and houses of the Shaw, Skinner,
and Schleuder families along old Kenwood Ave.

Monday, October 9, 2017— History of Oakwood Cemetery
Presented by Jaimie Timm, Mower County Historical Society Curator
Oakwood Cemetery is now home to many of Austin’s most popular (and
not so popular) past citizens. The History of Oakwood Cemetery will
discuss how the cemetery got its start, explore its location as one of
Austin’s oldest claims, and look at a few of the people buried on its
grounds.

The Hearth & Home Series

Enrich your life through conversation and
inspiring talks
10 a.m. ~ FREE
Tuesday, September 12 Smoothies- Let food be thy medicine
Join Megan Groh, your Austin Hy-Vee dietitian to learn everything you
wanted to know about smoothies. You will learn how to build
nutritionally dense smoothies, sample different smoothies and take
home new ideas and recipes.

Tuesday, October 17 Austin High School, History and
Legacy
Presented by Wendy Larson, Retired District Employee

Friday, September 15-Respite @ the Y
Monday, October 2-Emergency
Preparedness Training at the Arc
Friday, October 13-Respite @ the Y
Monday, Oct. 16-Autism Advocate
Presentation by Peer Power Partners
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HHH Calendar of Events:

Gift Shop
Another way to support the Hormel Historic Home is to take advantage
of the great gifts we have available for purchase.
The Fine Home on Water Street Historical Chronicle $10
Keepsake photo book $12
The Open Road, Autobiography of GAH
Hard Cover: $27.95 + tax Soft Cover: $21.95 + tax
HHH Members receive $2 off.
Hormel Family Jazz CD $16
HHH Post Card $1
HHH Note Cards $1 each
HHH Flower Vase $7
These items can be purchased online at www.hormelhistorichome.org or in
our office.
The Hormel family valued education and music and exuded a spirit of hospitality. Those
values carried on through the work of the Y.W.C.A. and continue today as the mission of
the Hormel Historic Home.

Contact Us:
208 4th Ave. NW ~ Austin, MN 55912 ~ 507-433-4243
Office & Tour Hours: Monday—Friday 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Self-guided tours are free for members; $5 per person for non-members
Holly Johnson, Executive Director
holly@hormelhistorichome.org
Amanda Barber, Operations Manager
amanda@hormelhistorichome.org
Luke Harrington, Bar/Banquet Manager luke@hormelhistorichome.org

September 4
September 9

September 9
September 9
September 11
September 12
September 16
September 18
September 19
September 20
September 23
September 30
October 7
October 7
October 9
October 13
October 14
October 16
October 17
October 17
October 19
October 21
October 22

Labor Day, Closed
History for Half Pints
family fun day
Class of ‘50 Reunion
Class of ‘52 Reunion
History Happy Hour
Hearth & Home Series
Wedding Event
Board of Directors
Board of Trustees
Tour Group
Wedding Event
Wedding Event
Kids Music in Motion
Join Us! Octoberfest
History Happy Hour
Tour Group
Wedding Event
Board of Directors
Hearth & Home Series
Board of Trustees
Tour Group
Wedding Event
Cemetery Tour

November 16-18 Holiday Open House

HHH….where the past inspires the present….

Hormel Historic Home
208 4th Ave. NW
Austin, MN 55912

PLACE
STAMP
HERE
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